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Another tribe is that of the Western Kirgis, or
Kirgis-Kasak, who are partly independent, partly
tributary to Russia and China.

Of what are called the three Kirgis Hordes, from
the Caspian Sea east as far as Lake Tenghiz, the
Small Horde is fixed in the west, between the rivers
Yemba and Ural; the Great Horde in the east;
while the most powerful occupies the centre between
the Sarasu and Yemba, and is called the Middle
Horde. Since 1819, the Great Horde has been sub-
ject to Russia. Other Kirgis tribes, though nominally
subject to Russia, have often been her most dangerous
enemies.

The Turks of Asia Minor and Syria came from
Khorasan and Eastern Persia, and are Turkmans, or
remnants of the Seljuks, tKe rulers of Persia during
the Middle Ages. It was here that Turkish received
its strong admixture of Persian words and idioms.
The Osrnanli, whom we are accustomed to call Turks
par excellence, and who form the ruling portion of the
Turkish empire, must be traced to the same source.
They are Seljuks, and the Seljuks were a branch of
the Uigurs. They arc now scattered over the whole
Turkish empire in Europe, Asia, and Africa, and their
number amounts to between 11,000,000 and 12,000,000.
They form the landed gentry, the aristocracy, and the
bureaucracy of Turkey; and their language, the Os-
nianli, is spoken by persons of rank and education,
and by all government authorities in Syria, in Egypt,
at. Tunis, and at Tripoli. It is heard even at the
court of Teheran, and is understood by official per-
sonages in Persia. Osmanli is spoken in the neigh-